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On September 1st, 1880, Mr. Jemison Ball was discharged from 
our employ for misrepresentation and fraud. 

On August 8 Mr. Ball wrote us from Boston : " The doctor 
says that I need two weeks' rest . ... and if I could only 
afford to take it I could return to work with renewed vigor and 
enthusiasm. 1 ' 

On August 10 he wrote : " I feel completely knocked out and 
I absolutely require rest, which I intend to take for the next 
two weeks. If you feel that my account will stand $40 per week 
during that time ... I shall be very much obliged." 

Believing that he was ill and did require the rest, we wrote 
him that we would advance him $40 per week for two weeks, 
despite the fact that he then owed us over $300 advanced com- 
missions. Those two weeks extended from August 13 to August 
27 inclusive, and on August 13 we paid him $40 and on August 
20, a second $40. 

On August 15 Mr. Ball wrote acknowledging receipt of the 
first $40, saying: "Tours with check received, for which please 
.accept my thanks. I am still feeling quite ill, when I feel like 
work I will close up a few more here." 

During these two weeks, when we supposed him to be re- 
gaining his health by rest, he was working upon an advertising 
project called "Art Gems from the American Architect," entirely 
outside of our business and something that we had no interest 
in, and he provided against his possible failure in that enterprise 
by imposing upon us for an income that was granted him en- 
tirely on his false representations. 

As proof of these statements, showing Mr. Ball's dishonesty, 
we have his letters and our checks within the dates mentioned, 
and the following contracts taken by him for the "Art Gems 
from the American Architect " : 

Flinn & Co : dated August 11. 

M. Steinert & Sons dated August 13. 

Torrey, Bright & Capeu dated August 19. 

S. S. Pierce & Co dated August 20. 

J. F. Bumstead &Co ...dated August 26, 

as well as the following letter from The American Architect: 

" Mr. Ball's engagement began August 9th and ended about the 25th of the 
same mouth." 

And a second letter saying : 
" We are not sorry to help you to ' round up ' on Mr. Ball, as we find he 
has involved us during his brief engagement in endless perplexities, which all 
have a bad effect on the good repute of the American Architect." 

There were also several other letters from him between the 



dates given, each one repeating his assurances of ill health but 
holding out flattering hopes of his speedy recovery. 

In consideration of the foregoing facts we have, upon the 
advice of our counsel, decided to commence most energetic pro- 
ceedings against Mr. Ball for his fraud so soon as we have any 
knowledge of his being within the jurisdiction of the New York 
Courts. 

Mr. Ball owes us a balance of $477.75, actual cash advanced 
him over and above his commissions, and has made no offer to 
pay it. 

Mr. Ball is unworthy of belief, and if he solicits business or 
credit on our account our patrons are warned concerning him. 



The vast improvements going on in onr Western States, the 
erection of costly buildings and the general activity of business 
in that section, baa prompted us to establish a branch office at 
Chicago, and to devote such space as it deserves in our pages to 
information from that direction that will be of advantage to 
our readers and our advertisers, information concerning the new 
houses that are projected or in process of erection, residences 
where such materials as we write of and illustrate, that our 
readers admire and our advertisers have for sale, are to be used. 
Every one of these builders shall be numbered among onr sub- 
scribers and there is no reason why a portion, at least, of this 
vast purchasing patronage that follows in the path of building 
and in the establishment of new homes, should not be diverted 
to our fine Eastern furniture houses or our unequalled decora- 
tive concerns, and there is still less reason why it should not be 
brought into direct contact with those whose wares are shown 
in our columns. That such is a natural result of the careful or 
even casual reading this building element will give our journal 
every month, is indisputable. A person whp has put up a build- 
ing of the magnitude financially that distinguishes most of these 
Western residences, and is preparing to furnish upon a corres- 
pondingly elaborate scale, is not likely to pass by anything that 
relates to that furnishing, and when such an one encounters the 
elaborate and useful articles shown in our designs and described 
in our advertisements, the attention and interest is arrested, and 
it cannot be otherwise. Our rapidly increasing circulation 
through the West demonstrates the wisdom of this conclusion. 

It is well, however, for our Eastern manufacturers to make 
their best effort and not rely too much either upon name or 
prestige, for those of the West fear competition little, and are 
producing results fully up to the artistic requirements of the 
present taste. 



Nothing can indicate . the practical, high class trade we 
reach better than the following testimonials from two of our 
advertisers : 

Boston, October 30, 1886. 

Gentlemen : — We have made liberal use of your advertising 
columns and found your paper an excellent medium for reaching 
high class trade. We make a specialty of highest grades of heat- 
ing and cooking apparatus, and have been gratified to find that- 
your subscribers have shown their appreciation of our wares by 
responding to the advertisement. Yours, truly, 

Smith .& Anthony Stove Co., 52 Union Street. 



New York, November 1, 1886. 
Gentlemen : We are constantly receiving inquiries and 
orders for our goods through the influence of our advertisement 
in your paper. All inquiries we trace direct are from buyers in 
high mercantile standing. Yours, truly, 

The Globe Extension Pole Co., 242 Canal Street. 



